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OBSERVATIONS 
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SIR, 


ſheet, entitled, A Letter 
from a Gentleman in Stir- 


lin ng, „Oc. 
. ad theſe four Letters been 


out a Preface longer, and 4 
Poſtſcript little ſhorter than 
any of them, 1 believe the Bulk of Mankind, at 


at no Loſs to have found out the true Meaning o 
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LETTER from a Gentleman at 
Firling, to his Friend at Edin- 


Have juſt now rus'd a Half- 


publiſhed naked, z.e. with= _ | 


leaft, that underſtand Eng liſh, ſhould have been | N 
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| . 
wem. But when, by ſuch a Preface and Poſtſcript, 
they are thus miſerably gloſs'd to one Side, 'tis not 
| impoſſible but ſome of the moſt judicious may be 
inadvertently led into wrong Notions of them. 
I. ſhall not at all pretend to enter into the 
Merits of the Cauſe betwixt the Parties above- 
mentioned, far leſs to juſtify every Step of the 
Conduct of the Aſſociate Presbytery, either con- 
junctly or ſeverally, for fix or ſevefi Years by- 
gone; but I think *tis pretty notour to the whole WM 
World, that the Church of Hotland has done WM 
them ample Juſtice, and that moſt juſtly in the MW 
Bufineſs whereon their Seceſſion was made, vis. 
the Act 32, having repreſentatively, in the Af- 


ſembly 34, reſcinded that AR, tho' in a Man- 
ner not ſatisfactory to theſe Brethren. I ſhall 7 
only offer ſome Ob/ervations on the Remarks, 1 
and the Letters jointly, as they occur to my 0 
Reflection. | 


They defired a friendly Converſation with 
« them, in order to reclaim and reduce them 
* to their Duty. Page 3. Were earneſt- 
&« ly defirous to have a friendly Conference, 
© =——jNn order to reclaim and reduce. you to 


* 


40 
« your Duty.” Page 4. 


T'wo very maſterly Strokes truly ! 
A ky; tencatis? 1 P 
I declare this brings to my Mind the Phraſes ſe 
I remember to have heard from our School-ma- 91 
or 


ſter, tho' in another Language, when we were 
any Way obſtreperous, about ten or twelve Years 
of Ape. I ſball leave this with only a ſingle 
Qu tion, Is there nothing here like what they 
all petitio principii? But to proceed, 
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— Anſwer was returned to either? 


e which made ſuch Impreffion———that, as I 
«© am informed, (N. B. ) they preſſed them hard 
6 to go into the ſaid Conference, with Certifi- 
<« cation, that, if they did not, they would be 
e obliged to deſert a Set of Men, who either 
« could not, or would not do any Thing for 
« their own Vindication ; which obliged Mr. 


« Ebenezer Erskine to give them ſome Ground 


e to hope, that, at the next Meeting of their 
« Aſſociate Presbytery, they would challenge 


the ſaid Presbytery to a Conference on that 


4 Subject.“ Page 3. : ' 
Here are ſome pretty ſtrong Aſſertions, but 
where are the Vouchers? Anf. Juſt at Hand; 


my anonymous Word! Indeed I can't help Rr 


ing, that your Word, in the preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, is juſt as good as No-bodres, © 
Again, The Act of laſt Aſſembly has de- 
0 l us Schiſmaticks, and condemned the 
« Mole of our Conduct. Page 5. 55 8 
4. The laſt Aſſembly have declared 
« Schiſmaticks, and condemned the whole of 
aur Conduct as a dangerous Schm. P. 7. 


The firſt Letter, which you obſerve in the 
Preface, takes it for granted, that the Aſſociate 
Presbytery are out of their Duty, and the Aſ- 


ſembly's Act ftigmatizes them as Schiſmaticks : 
Suppoſe then the Aſſociates agree to a Conference 
on theſe Terms, is the Sun-light at Noon-Day 
clearer, than this that ſhould have been palpably 


ty ſo magiſterially took for granted? 


ave given up and homologate what the other 


it 
4 
| 
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' Nay, but“ But to declare, that we do 
te it not (i. e. that we are not willing to confer 
« with you) in Purſuance of the good Defign 
te propoſed by the laſt Aſſembly, is what we can- 
&« not do, in a Conſiſtency with Truth.” Ex 
ungue leonem. Pages, 8 

ſaw a Pamphlet, ſome Years: ago, called, 


The Politick Di ſputant; or, Choice nſtruftions | 


for quaſhing a ſtubborn Adverfary. Amongſt 
other rare Topicks for a Politick Diſputant, 
there is, I remember, one, I think, ſomething like 
this, Be ſure, now and then, to give your Adver- 


ſary a Glance of AuTaoRirTY ; but this with 


Diſcretion, beſt you provoke him too much. 
*Tis undeniable, that they 
ouſly obſerved the firſt Part of the Inſtruction; 
but ſome People are ſo malicious, or filly, as 
to think they have kept no tolerable Decorum 
as to the laſt. e 
Was the Presbytery of Stirling and Nun 
Jane ignorant, that the Aſſociates had no Re- 
gard to the laſt Aſſembly, or even any Aſſem- 
ly of the Church now eſtabliſhed ? Were they 
not orally, if not abſolutely certain, that they 
would comply with Nothing that had the leaſt 
Reference to the Jaſt Aſſembly? Tis impoſſible 


they can refuſe it. Suppoſe the laſt Aſſembly 


propoſed a good Defign, as, without Queſtion, 
they did, was it not poſſible for theſe Presby- 
teries to purſue that good Deſign, without ſtill 
quoting the Jaſt Aſſembly? 
"Tis humbly ſu 
teries had not propoſed the good Deſign full 
as well as they have done, (unleſs their rea 


Deſign 


have moſt relipi- 


itted, whether the Presby- 


(7) 


Deſign was to ſhift a Conference, at the ſame 


Time that they would ſeem to demand one, as 


ſome are fo malicious as to think it was) had 


they exchanged the two following Sentences or 


I Clauſes, and inſtead of, [But to declare, that 


awe do it not in Purſuance of the good De- 
ſign propoſed by the laſt Aſſembly, is what 
we cannot do in a 3 with Truth] 
had written, [But to offer you what Light 


we can, to prevail with you to return to us; 


or to hear what you have to offer us, in or- 
der to perſwade us to join you] or ſome- 
thing like this. No, there muſt be Nothing of 


IT this; Authorities, Aſſemblies muſt be quoted. 


I heartily wiſh, if it were but for the Sake of 
ſome particular Perſons that could be named, 
That the Aſſembly may never vote over the 
Maſs-book, nor the Alcoran. 
« 'To which, about an Hour after their Meet- 


ing, they gave the following Return.“ P. 6. 


It were well worth While to know at what 
Hour of the Day this was; it would have been 
but juſt Ingenuity to have told us, conſider 
the Pointedneſs of Mr. Erskine's Letter jult 
before, To-morrow at Ten of the Clock Fore- 
noon. Tis not in my Power to be ſo impartial, 
but that, altho I had not theſe Words in the 
Poſtſcript of Mr. Erskine's Letter, [We wait- 
ed for you at the Place and Hour condeſcen- 
ded upon in our laſt, and more than two Hours 
ſince, oy, I fay, altho' I had not this to go up- 
on, I durſt venture a ſmall Wager, it was ſome 
Hours after, I hope you'll do yourſelf and Mr. 

WS Hen 


— — 


Erskine the Juſtice, to tell your Friend at E. 


dinburgh in your next. 5 

I babe heard it ſaid, ſince the writing of theſe 
Letters, and ſhall produce my Authors, if de- 
fired, that the Presbyteries had been cenſurable 
by the next Aſſembly, nay, muſt have unchur- 
ched themſelves as much as the Aſſociates are, 
if they had declared, that their Meeting or Con- 
ference ſhould be without the leaſt Regard to 


3 the laſt Aſſembly, or their Act. 


Is it really true then, that no Brothe? in their 
Neighbourhood coyld, but on theſe Terms, con- 
verſe with them on their Separation; nor can, 
till the next Aſſembly? I can't think it. If then 
one Brother, why not two? Why may not en. 
25 confer with them on that Subject, wi7hout 
the leaſt Regard to the Aſſembly, or their Act? 
Or did the Aſſembly limit a Time, betwixt it 
and which the neighbouring Brethren were to 
converſe with them, in Conſequence of their Act? 
And was December 14th 1738. that preciſe 
Time? I dare ſay, this will ſcarcely be alled- 
ged; and if fo, what, in the Name of Won- 
der and Aſtoniſhment, hindred the Presbyte- 
ries to confer with the Aſſociates upon any 
lawful Terms on that 14th of December, eſpe- 
cially when they had ſo fair an Opportunity, 
ar my Houſe To-morrow at Ten of the Clock 
Forenoon? I think this is ſo plain Scots, that 
no Child of five Years old can be at the leaſt Loſs 
about it. Had they not near five long Months 
to the next Aſſembly? Might they not, in that 
Interval, have converſed with them forty Times 
as private Brethren, and fifty Times as Dele- 

8 | | | | | gates, 


pack. Yet Loo 3, ned 4Y a. :; a Ms 
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gates, or call them what you will, from the Af. 


ſurmountable Difficulty! How unlucky it was, 


1 : 1 | 
This is a Fai which muſt be left to every ones 


W 
iembly ? | WS 2 85 - 
But hold, here comes the wonderful Reaſon in 
your Account! Stirling, 13th December 1948. 
o-morrow,ten Years hence! Surprifing! An un- 


that it is not Stockholm inſtead of Stirling, that 
there might have been a Pretext of want of Op- 
portunity of explaining? — _ we, 


But here, by che By, I muſt ack you, who | 


pretend to give Genuine Copies of Things, 
Where was either your Wit or your Ingenuity ? 
Your Wit in not taking notice, that Ex. 
ines ſecond Letter had no Date, which poſſibly 
might have rectify'd that of the firſt ? or your 
Ingenuity, in not copying it, if there was any, 
for Fear it ſhould have explained the former? 
You muſt not ſay your about an Hour after, and 
your about two Hours after, and fo forth, will 
lalve the Matter, in Regard. the Letter might 
be written at Hiyling that Day, and yet dated, 
Jeruſalem, Ad Kalendas Grecas. 

Mr. Erskine's ſecond Letter either had a Date, 
or, it had none. If it had, it muſt have been 
either 38. or the old 48, or ſome other. If 38. 
then it clearly explained the Miſtake of the ſor- 
mer; and in that Caſe, your Ingenuity Lonps. 
If none, or 48. or any other, then certainly your 
Wit. CTY | 

But to proceed, The Miniſters of the two 
© Presbytries ſhewed the outmoſt Condeſcen- 
« dence.” Pa Fit 


Belief, as it will beſt believe for him; only tis 
B hoped, 


t 
hoped, every one will gather his Belief from 
thè Letters themſel ves, and not from the Com- 
mentary, I will not fay this is Prot eſtatio 


contraria fatto; but I don't remember to have | 


{een any Thing more like it. 

Again, with a little Tranſpoſition, not at all 

marring their Senſe, © They deſired ſincerely to 

prevent the Commencement of any Proceſe 

« againſt Mr, Ebenezer Erskine and his Bre- 
& thren, and to promote their real Intereſt.” 

| RO {hid 


SiC notus Ulyſſes? Hum, hm, hm 
Timeo Danaos, et dona ferentes! 


« And when the whole is duly conſidered, it 
will plainly appear, that they only wanted 
40 — 85 to decline any Conference on that Sub- 
£c ec _ 

Moſt certainly: Becauſe they told them the, 
would wait on them Zo-morrow at ten of the 
chock in the Forenoon, at Mr. Erskine's Houſe, 
provided they came without Authority at their 
A- And in another Place, that they had 
waited for them at the Place and Hour formerly 
condeſcended on, and more than two Hours after, 
and that they (would wait ſome, tho' they) co 
not wair much longer, and ſo forth, and fo forth. 

However, it gave me the outmoſt Pleaſure, 
ce to ſee all the Brethren of the two Presbyteries 
te there preſent, unite ſo heartily in this good 

“ Cauſe! Conchus, | 
Do Doubt they would crow very loudly, This 
brings to my Mind a Cuſtom, which, I have 


heard 


n) 


heard, is common at the Coronation of ſome Kings, 
believe thoſe of Britarn : They ſay, before 
the Solemnity, it is ordinary for a Squire to ap- 
pear on Horſe-back, richly capariſoned and well 
armed, and to challenge any Man to come and 
diſpute with him the Prince's Title to the Crown. 
He is pretty ſure no Body will be at the Pains to 
take him up. Now, you know a Diſputant of 


any Kind is equally ſafe, whether his Adverſary 


dares not, or will not take up the Cudgels. I don't 
ſay directly, that either Party wanted a Pretence 


to decline the Conference; but I think it 1s pretty 


plain, one of them took the moſt effectual Me- 

thod to ſhift it, that ever was invented, and, at 

the ſame Time, put on Airs of Inclination there- 

to; while the her was very particular as to 
Time and Place, c. and that upon Terms, which 

ſome are ſo filly as to think, moſt reaſonable. 

I have nothing further to add, tho? a great 
deal more might be ſaid, but that all the Blunders 
in Language or Logick, all Faults and Eſcapes 
of every Kind, in theſe my curfory Obſervations, 
are chargeable on my ſelf alone: Neither Mr. 
Frskine, nor any of his Adherents, having had 
the leaſt Hand in them, and conſequently not be- 
ing any Way accountable for the Defects of them; 
neither am I any Way attached to that Presby- 
tery. I ſhall borrow only one other Word for 
my Apology, from my Friend, the Author of 
the Politick Diſputant, betore-mentioned, 


 #Homo ſum; humani nil a me alienum puto. 


, Dec. oth Jam, &9c. 
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Follows the LE TE Rs paſſed bet wixt 


the Presbyteries of Hirling and Dun- 
Blaue, and the Aſſociate Presbytery. 


. . 


# Neighbourhood, being here met, upon ſome 
necefſary Buſineſs, came to underſtand, that you, 


and ſeveral” of your Brethren, with whon 


, join in full Communion, are in this Place; 
and conſidering that tho) the Moderator of tbe 
Synod of Perth and Stirling wrote you Letter, 
dated the 12th October laſt; as alſo a Mem- 
ber of the Presbytery of Stirling rote you a- 
not ler about the ſame Time, ſigniſying, that 
the Brethren in their Bounds, were . earneſtly 
defirous o have a 1 riendly Conference with 
yon and your Brethren, in order to reclaim 
aud reduce you to your Duty, and the Com- 
munion of this Church, and deſiring you ro 


appoint Time and Place of the ſald Confe- 


and the Twenty ſixth of the ſaid Month ; 
. eehich if you did not, they would look upon it, 
as your declining any ſuch Conference; yet you 
vere pleas'd to return no Anſwer thereto. They 


rence, and return an anſwer to them berwixt 


j 
F 


>} 
8 


7 Aid ſeveral of our Brethren, in the 
7 


Judged 
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Deva 


= 1 
judged it their Duty, by this, to ſhew you that 
they are moſt willing, that you ſpould Hold t 
ſaid Conference with them, and appoint Time 
and Place for it, and that they erpect your. An- 
[wer this Night; which if you do not, they 
muſt reckon. it a Dechning any ſuch Confer- 
ence. This, in their Name, is humbly ſignified 
ro you, by, 8 TIS” | 

= Dc © 


Stirling 13th ' Your affectionate Brother, 
Dec. 1738. and humble Servant, 


JOHN WARDEN. | 


Directed, To the Reverend Mr, Ebenezer 
Erskine Miniſter of the Goſpel at Fir- 
ling; or to Meſſieurs William Wilſon, A. 
lexander Moncrieff, or Fames Fiſher, Mi- 


niſters for preſent at Hirling. 


„ ONES 

I received yours, deſiring a Conference with 
me and ſome of my Brethren, which I com- 
municated to them; and they, having conſide- 
red the ſame, were of Opinion, that, if you 
were ſatisfied to converſe with us, in a friend- 
ly Way, for Information, and not in Conſe- 
quence of the Act of the laſt Aſſembly, <ohich 
has declared us Schitmaticks, and condemned the 
*vhote of our Conduct; nor as Members of a 
Committee of ed, appointed in Obedience to 
that Act; T hen, and in that Caſe, wwe are 

ſatisfied to effay, as the LORD ſhall enable 


us, 


(14) 

1s, to ſupport and defend the Teſtimony, which 
the Aſſociate Presbytery has emitted for the 
received Principles of the Church of Scotland. 
And if you think fit to converſe with us in 
the above Terms, we are willing to <vait of 
you ar my Houſe Te-morrow at Ten of the 
Glock Forenoon. I am, EX 


N P. Be 
Stirling, 13th. Jour very humble 
Dec. 1748. _ - .- Servant, | 
EBENEZER ERGSKINE 


Directed, To the Reverend Mr. ohn Mar- 
den, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Gar gunnoc h, 
e 0091 


R. and D. B. e 
Tours I had this Morning, which I commu- 
nicated to my Brethren, cho are yet in Town, 
who have laid their Command on me, to ſhex' 
ꝓou, that they are willing, in a friendly Way, 
ro converſe you on your Separation from the 
Communion of this Church; to efſay to recon- 
cite you thereto ; and neither to act in a judi- 
cative Capacity, nor as a Committee of any Ju 
dicatory appointed for that End: Hut to de- 
clare, that we do it not in Purſuance of the 
good Deſign, propoſed by rhe laſt Aſſembly, is 
rat we cannot do in a Conſiſtency with Truth; 
and being you mention, that in that Conference, 
yon are only to eſſay to ſupport and defend the 
Teſtimony emitted by you, I am deſired to fheww 
g'ou, that the Deſizn of this Meeting proſuſed. 
| is 


1s not to hear what you can {® on that Head, 


fave only in fo far as you advance any Thing 


therein contained as a Ground for your preſent 
Separation. And if you are willing to admit of 
à Conference in this Shape, we are ſatisfied 70 
et of you, as ſoon as you pleaſe, and expect 
your immediate Anſwer, being wwe haue atten- 
ded ſo long already, waiting your Anſwer to 


my laſt, I am 
e e | 
Stirling, 14th Your affectionate Brother, 
Dec. 1738. and humble Servant, 


JOHN WARDEN-- 


Directed, To the Reverend Mr. Fhenezer 
Erski ne, Miniſter of the Goſpel at 8:7r ling. 


R. DY i B-- | | 

Ta Anſwer to your's, of this Day's Date, 
 evheretn you inform me, that you cannot, in a 
Conſiſtence with Truth, declare, that your Con- 

ference with us is not in Purſuance of the good 
Defign propoſed by the laſt Aſſembly ; it is our 
Opinion, That, whereas the laſt Aſſembly, by 
their At anent us, have declared us Schiſma- 
ticks, and condemned the whole of our Conduct, 
as a dangerous Schiſm; as alſo, they have ap- 


pointed, that, in caſe ſuch Conferences as you _ 


Propoſe, take not the Effect of what the ſaid 
At of Aſſembly calls, A Reclaiming and Re- 
ducing us to our Duty, that then we ſha be 
| Proceſs'd. As this appears to us to be a very 
"bad Deſign, ſo ve judge, that we cannot, in a 


Con- 


— + 
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Conſiſtency with Truth, and the Teſtimony which 
eve look upon as our Duty, through Grace, to 
Bold, go in to any ſuch Conferences, as tmport 
a countenancing the foreſaid Deſign. = 

When you „ that in ny laſt we are only 

20 effay to ſupport and defend the Teſtimony e- | 
mitted by us; as my Brethren and I, in my 
laſt, did not deſign to confine the Converſation 
to what is contained in the Teſtimony alone, 
fo we are not only willing to converſe with 
yon upon what ts contained in our foreſaid Te- 
ſtimony, but alſs upon the whole of our Con- 
duct providing the Converſation be in the Terms 
Propoſed in our yeſterni ght's Letter. I am, 


Sterling, 14th Your affectionate Brother 
Dec. 1738. and humble Servant, 


EBENEZER ERSKINE. 


P. S. We waited for you at the Place and 
Hour condeſtended upos in our laſt, and 
more than two Hours ſince, and the Hour 
appointed for the publick Meeting of 
Presbyteny being now paſt, you cannot ex- 

Pedt that we can watt much longer upon 
you, at beaſt, till our Meeting of Presby- 
tery be over. e | 

* _ n * 8 ohn War- 
den Miniſter of the Goſpel at Gargunnock, 
fror preſent at Stirling. 15 e 18 


| 4 _ Ty 80 — | 
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